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Introduction  

Scottish Land & Estates is a membership organisation that uniquely represents the interests of 
land managers and land-based businesses in Scotland. Many of our members provide and 
take part in country sports. Scottish Land & Estates is an active supporter of Scottish Country 
Sports Tourism Group.  
 
The contribution of country sports to the Scottish tourism industry and to local economies and 
communities is significant. It provides income and employment for both those directly involved 
and allows others to sustain businesses due to the secondary benefits of country sports 
visitors.  
 
Scottish Country Sports Tourism  

The Scottish Government views tourism as one of the key sectors in its economic strategy with 
an aim to help the tourism industry to grow further and to attract more visitors to Scotland.  
 
The value of country sports in Scotland has been estimated by a number of reports - 
 

 TNS reported in 2004 that country sports were estimated to be worth in the region of 
£200m per year direct spend to the Scottish economy with freshwater angling 
comprising circa £113m and shooting/stalking accounting for circa £80m of that total. 
The tourism element of this was estimated at £135m.  

 Research conducted by PACEC in 2015, showed that overnight visitors made 270,000 
country  sports trips comprising 910,000 visitor nights with an estimated tourism 
expenditure in 2013 of £155m.  

 The ADMG PACEC study published 2016 put the total direct and downstream value of 
deer management in Scotland at £140m. This figure does not include the ‘ripple effect’ 
that these visitors have on the wider economy of Scotland, which includes the domestic 
consumption and direct sale of game and venison. 

 
As well as the sector being extremely valuable to local and rural economies, it also contributing 
significantly to the wider economy. Those with an interest in field sports also take part in other 
activities and sports whilst visiting Scotland – spending on accommodation, fuel, retail, golfing 
and eating out. 
 
Country sports generally take place outwith the traditional tourism season and help to balance 
out the peaks and troughs of visitors which challenge the year round sustainability of rural 
communities. Many jobs in the most fragile rural economies rely on the success of country 
sports.  
 
At the Highland Field Sports Fair at Moy last year cabinet secretary, Fergus Ewing said: "Our 
tourism sector is a vital strand of the rural economy and country sports represent a significant 
proportion of this. Field sports are a huge draw, with both domestic and foreign audiences 
enjoying the wealth of world-class opportunities available in Scotland. Forecasts suggest this 
area is set to continue to grow over the coming years, which will bring further gains to rural 
communities in terms of employment and economic benefits."  



Scottish country sports are traditional activities and have a vital role to play in environmental 
management. For example, land managers aim to achieve the level of deer cull each year 
necessary to keep numbers under control relies and by selling days to stalking tourists the 
costs of this management can be offset. Other types of essential species control such as 
rabbit, pigeon and goose shooting are also seen by many as a sport and tourists will travel to 
take part in it.  
 
Country sports also have considerable benefits for native wildlife, for example conservation of 
waders and songbirds, and riparian management on rivers. These outcomes are underpinned 
by tourism income which covers some management costs, such as employment of keepers, 
ghillies and stalkers, and infrastructure maintenance.  
 
Scotland is famous for its country sports which have helped to shape the iconic and unique 
landscape, such as purple heather moorland. It is of public benefit for efforts to be made to 
celebrate and market that landscape and the country sports opportunities on offer.  
 
VisitScotland Growth Fund  
Scottish Country Sports Tourism Group brings the industry together to collaboratively promote 
Scotland as a destination for country sports tourism and encourage participation and 
development of the sector. The Group promotes not only stalking, shooting and fishing but also 
accommodation providers, and suppliers of clothing and equipment reflecting the wide range of 
sectors supported by country sports tourism.  
 
Scottish Country Sports Tourism Group published its Game for Growth Strategy at the end of 
2016. This is the first national strategy on behalf of the sector and sets out the aim to increase 
the value of country sports tourism to £185 million by 2020. This will contribute to the Tourism 
Strategy growth target of a £1 billion increase by 2020.  
 
Scottish Country Sport Tourism Group was awarded £17,925 Growth Fund. This was match 
funded by the organisation and will be spent on increasing the profile of Scotland as a 
destination for country sports primarily in Scandinavia as well as other European countries. The 
funding will also help to boost the digital capability of the organisation through the development 
of films and photographs which will boost website and social media traffic. Scottish Country 
Sports Tourism Group fully met the funding criteria and conditions, and the funding does not go 
to any individual country sports provider.  
 
Scottish Land & Estates believes the contribution of country sports tourism is a vital strand to 
Scottish tourism and plays a large part in sustaining rural communities and economies. We 
would support the continued stance of Visit Scotland that when awarding funding it does not 
discriminate between different tourism sectors.  


